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News from The Fund

This month’s newsletter welcomes two new board members, highlights grantee updates, job opportunities, and

recent staff reads.

The Fund for New Jersey appointed two distinguished individuals to its Board of Trustees in August of 2025Ronald
K. Chen and Adriana Abizadeh. Their extensive experience and diverse expertise will be invaluable as we continue
to drive our mission forward. Please join us in welcoming them to the Board.

In a recently published piece on the Kensington Corridor Trust (KCT) based in Philadelphia, trustee Adriana
Abizadeh emphasized the importance of involving community-led groups in property development initiatives along
the Kensington Corridor, and what that approach can accomplish in communities across the country. Read more

here...

Crossroads NJ Conversations

The Fund for New Jersey hosted the fourth and final
Crossroads NJ Conversation: The Future of Housing and

Education in New Jersey on October 15. The event began with
remarks from Brandon McKoy, President of The Fund for New

Jersey, and featured a powerful panel of changemakers

committed to expanding educational access, promoting smart

housing development, and strengthening community
resilience in our state. We extend our deepest gratitude to
the expert panel including Peggy Bailey, Staci Berger, Dr.
Jesselly De La Cruz, DSW, LCSW, Adam M. Gordon, Esq. and
Robert Kim, Esg. We extend deep appreciation to the
Princeton School of Public and International Affairsfor
hosting us for the evening.

Whether you joined us in person or registered but couldn’t
make it, we appreciate your interest in helping create the
New Jersey we all deserve. These conversations were
designed not just to inspire, but also to ignite action. We
encourage you to:
¢ Visit the Crossroads NJ Conversations web page to
rewatch previous conversations and share with
someone in your network.

¢ Engage with the work of our panelists and support their

efforts.
e Help us enhance future events by completing abrief
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https://law.rutgers.edu/ronald-k-chen
https://bloustein.rutgers.edu/fellow/abizadeh/
https://shelterforce.org/2025/10/03/who-holds-the-power-how-one-corridor-flipped-the-script-on-development/
https://spia.princeton.edu/
https://www.fundfornj.org/crossroadsnj/videos
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5fqs49XI4cWK9o0wG5HJrPw5lTJfjkO0_Cw4-VxpxLBjH9Q/viewform
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=9e0a7b3e-b920-43d0-bdb1-106bfc46eb99

survey.

As we conclude the Crossroads NJ 2025 series, we encourage
you to take time to learn more about the issues impacting our
beloved state, explore what’s on your ballot, and make your
voice heard in the upcoming elections. The choices we make
now will shape New Jersey’s future, and together, we can
turn bold ideas into meaningful outcomes.

Brandon McKoy, President of The Fund for New Jersey,
published an op-ed in Business in New Jersey — Everyday
(BINJE) entitled “Silence is Not Leadership.” The editorial
highlights the major themes that emerged from the
Crossroads series and expresses the importance of
developing specific solutions for specific challenges,
referencing a variety of priorities and concerns raised by
attendees of the Crossroads series and their desire for
gubernatorial candidates to more directly address those
challenges. Read the op-ed here...
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What public policy issues are coming up this month?

e Census 2030 and Master Address Files:New LUCA Resource Guide Released - LUCA stands for Local Update
of Census Addresses and is crucial to ensuring an accurate and complete count can be accomplished.

¢ New Jersey’s 2025 General Election is tomorrow (November 4) — here are some links to helpful election and
voter guides:
e ACLU-NIJ Election Guide
¢ Advocates for Children of NJ Election Guide
e AAPI-NJ Voter Guide
e | WVNJ Voting Guide
¢ NJ Monitor Voter Guide
¢ NJ Spotlight News Election Guide
¢ Salvation and Social Justice Black Ballot 2025
e State of Affairs Decision 2025
o WHYY News NJ Voter Guide

Grantee News

e Education Law Center (ELC): ELC created two interactive national funding tools. The first tool, Trump
2.0: Proposed FY2026 Budget Cuts to K-12 Education, allows users to examine how much their school
district will lose if the Trump’s Administration’s proposed FY2026 budget cuts go into effect. The
second tool, Trump 2.0 Federal Revenue Tool: School and Congressional Districts , enables users to
create and share customized data reports including detailed program level breakdown of projected
losses school districts would experience if the proposed budget were implemented. ELC also
launched,_Public Funds Public Schools, a national public education campaign tool.

e American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of New Jersey : A coalition of 30 organizations led by the ACLU
of New Jersey filed an amicus brief in support of community trust policies in Newark, Jersey City,
Paterson, and Hoboken which limit voluntary collaboration between municipal agencies and federal
immigration enforcement. Read more here...



https://binje.com/op-ed-silence-is-not-leadership-new-jerseys-future-demands-more/
https://countallkids.org/resources/new-luca-resource-guide-released/
https://www.aclu-nj.org/en/campaigns/your-new-jersey-election-guide
https://acnj.org/what-about-the-kids-election-campaign/
https://aapinewjersey.org/resources/voting-in-new-jersey/
https://www.lwvnj.org/vote
https://newjerseymonitor.com/voter-guide/2025-general/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/nj-decides-2025/
https://www.sandsj.org/the-black-ballot-2025
https://steveadubato.org/state-of-affairs/
https://whyy.org/articles/new-jersey-election-2025-voter-guide-deadlines/
https://edlawcenter.org/research/trump-2-0-proposed-fy26-budget-cuts-school-districts/
https://edlawcenter.org/research/trump-2-0-federal-revenue-tool-school-and-congressional-districts/
https://pfps.org/home/
https://www.aclu-nj.org/press-releases/aclu-nj-and-29-partner-organizations-file-amicus-brief-in-support-of-community-trust-policies/?emci=3f344ae4-03b4-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=6867921b-a2b5-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&ceid=14659192

Policy Updates

¢ Ironbound Community Corporation (ICC): The city of Newark and ICC secured victory in their August 2025
motion to stay lawsuit against the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission’s (PVSC) that had planned to
construct a gas-fired power plant adjacent to ICC’s headquarters in the East Ward. This comes after a July 14
lawsuit filed by the City and ICC against the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission (PVSC) and contractor
Skanska/Railroad SPGF JV for approving the construction of a fourth gas power plant in Newark. Read more
here...

e Adhikaar: Adhikaar partnered with the Center for American Progress (CAP) and the U.S. Immigration
Policy Center (USIPC) at the University of California, San Diego to conduct the first systematic survey
examining the contributions of Nepali Temporary Protected Status (TPS) holders to the U.S. economy.
This survey was conducted amid ongoing litigation over the 2018 decision to end Nepal’s TPS
designation. TPS has provided approximately 14,800 Nepali individuals with work authorization and
deportation protection since 2015. Read more here...

Grantee Reports

o Fair Share Housing Center (FSHC): FSHC released a toolkit for residents interested in supporting
affordable housing in their hometowns. Among other things, the toolkit explains the Mount Laurel
Doctrine, demystifies municipal zoning and provides a sample letter that residents can send or email
to local municipal leaders to urge them to support affordable housing. Read more here...

Events

e November 6 - 2025 Paterson Alliance/CRE Al Bootcamp Workshop Series - Part 2
¢ November 13 - Amplify Your Voice Elevate Your Leadership (Paterson Alliance)

¢ November 12 —Policy World Wednesdays (NJ Center for Nonprofits)

e November 14 - AAPI New Jersey’s 3rd Annual Luminary Gala

e November 19 - Taking the Lead on Lead: Lessons from a Telemedicine-Based Clinic for the Prevention of
Childhood Lead Poisoning
¢ November 19 - Communities in Conversation: How Can We Work with A New Administration in New Jersey?

(Gathering Ground)
e December 3 —New Jersey Center for Nonprofits Conference

¢ December 11 - The Jersey Water Works Conference (New Jersey Future)

Job Announcements

¢ New Jersey Policy Perspective - Senior Policy Analyst - Health

¢ New Jersey Center for Non-Profits - Director of Communication

e ACLU of New lJersey - Political Director

e American Friends Service Committee - Multiple Positions

¢ Ironbound Community Corporation —Multiple Positions

We welcome your policy updates, job announcements, and staff news. Please send submissions to Naeema
Campbell, ncampbell@ fundfornj.org or Beauty Okunbor,bokunbor@ fundfornj.org for inclusion in our newsletter.



https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/newark-pauses-pvscs-effort-to-build-gas-fired-plant-in-ironbound/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/664b9954f19e166bc735563b/t/667b76f4ff4c15437eaf57da/1719367412951/adhikaar-nepali-tps-holders-make-significant-contributions-to-america-2020.pdf
https://www.fairsharehousing.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/AH-Advocacy-Toolkit-1.pdf
https://patersonalliance.org/events/events-calendar/2025-paterson-alliance-cre-ai-bootcamp-workshop-series-part-2
https://patersonalliance.org/events/events-calendar/amplify-your-voice-elevate-your-leadership
https://njnonprofits.org/event/policy-world-wednesdays-9/
https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/299a2612-50fe-4086-bc17-bee6ed8bf159/events/vevt:364e6af4-e57f-4554-bdac-afc3ed09c8d0/home/story
https://prcceh.upenn.edu/event/taking-the-lead-on-lead-lessons-from-a-telemedicine-based-clinic-for-the-prevention-of-childhood-lead-poisoning/
https://www.addevent.com/event/gV26181309
https://www.cnjg.org/events/new-jersey-center-nonprofits-2025-conference
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/content/Aejmduu9lZ4iHmzD9Ei1XiGMNqgyy35446PJJRrOl04=
https://www.njpp.org/about/career-opportunities/
https://njnonprofits.org/job/new-jersey-center-for-nonprofits-hybrid-mostly-remote-mercerville-nj-plus-meetings-and-events-at-various-locations-across-the-state-and-very-occasionally-outside-new-jersey-director-of-communicatio/
https://www.aclu-nj.org/jobs/political-director/
https://afsc.org/careers
https://ironboundcc.org/careers/
mailto:ncampbell@fundfornj.org
mailto:bokunbor@fundfornj.org

Follow us on Social Media!
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-fund-for-new-jersey/about/
https://www.facebook.com/FundForNJ/
https://www.instagram.com/thefundfornj/#
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