
December Newsletter 2025

News from The Fund

This month’s newsletter highlights the Crossroads NJ 2025 initiative, grantee news and updates, job opportunities,
and recent staff reads. 

The Fund for New Jersey wrapped up Crossroads NJ Conversations, a four-part discussion series created to elevate
and examine the key issues shaping New Jersey’s future. The series convened community leaders, policy experts,
and residents to foster informed dialogue and inspire active engagement in building the New Jersey we all deserve.
Whether you joined us in person or registered but couldn’t make it, we appreciated your interest in dialogue.
Throughout each conversation, we heard ideas and concerns about a multitude of issues that the state is facing. As
Brandon McKoy, President, remarked in his recent op-ed, “In our forums and public meetings, people were very
specific about the crisis of housing costs, transit failures, and stagnant wages. No matter where you live, rural or
urban, North Jersey, South Jersey or along the Shore, we learned that residents share far more in common than the
partisan or regional lines that too often divide us.”  

These conversations were designed not just to inspire, but also to ignite action. 

Crossroads NJ 2025 Policy Report

We are tremendously excited to share that the Crossroads NJ
2025: Reviewing Needs and Reimaging Opportunities policy
report is forthcoming.

This report will measure New Jersey’s progress in implementing
the recommendations from our 2017 Crossroads NJ reports.

While we prepare the report for release, we invite you to visit
the Crossroads NJ Conversations page to rewatch previous
conversations and share with someone in your network. 

What are the Staff at FFNJ Reading and Watching?

Healthcare Costs Set to Increase Post-Shutdown: These families’ health care costs will balloon if Congress
doesn’t act on the ACA : NPR

The Road Ahead: Why the Struggle for a Third Reconstruction Remains the Struggle for Our Times: NPQ
 

Small Towns, Big Losses: What happens to college towns after peak 18-year-old?: The Argument

https://binje.com/op-ed-silence-is-not-leadership-new-jerseys-future-demands-more/
https://www.fundfornj.org/crossroadsnj/reports
https://www.fundfornj.org/crossroadsnj/videos
https://www.npr.org/2025/11/20/nx-s1-5614949/aca-subsidies-health-insurance-costs
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/why-the-struggle-for-a-third-reconstruction-remains-the-struggle-for-our-times/
https://www.theargumentmag.com/p/what-happens-to-college-towns-after
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=c0d7c751-eb9f-477b-8c99-2b3ec889f7b9


 
Sports Marketing and Social Justice: Narrative Change Through Sports : RWJF

Exploration and Purpose, Then and Now: This Travel Show Accidentally Filmed the Last Real Adventure: LSOO

Grantee News

Policy Updates

American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey (ACLU-NJ): A coalition of 30 New Jersey advocacy
organizations, including ACLU-NJ, launched the “People’s Agenda” a collective effort to advance
legislative proposals during New Jersey’s lame duck session. Several events are being hosted to
promote the agenda’s objectives. Read more here... 

League of Women Voters New Jersey (LWV-NJ): In August 2025, US Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) implemented a new rule that restricts nongovernmental entities from providing voter
registration services at USCIS facilities during naturalization ceremonies. In response, the LWV-NJ,
along with other state leagues and the national organization, filed a lawsuit against USCIS, the US
Department of Homeland Security and other federal officials. The lawsuit alleges the rule was enacted
without adherence to the New Jersey Administrative Procedure Act, which requires agencies to follow
specific steps, such as providing public notice and opportunities for comment before enacting new
rules. Read more here...

NY/NJ Baykeeper: The Eastern Environmental Law Center filed a petition against the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection on behalf of the NY/NJ Baykeeper and a coalition of five New
Jersey-based environmental groups. This comes after the state’s approval of the 37-mile Northeast
Supply Enhancement project, an underwater natural gas pipeline between New Jersey and New York
that the state had previously denied in 2017. Read more here...

New Jersey Alliance for Immigrant Justice (NJAIJ): Immigration partner organizations in New Jersey
including NJAIJ and Make the Road New Jersey, along with over 250 New Jersey families, gathered for
a rally in Jersey City in November. The group called for state divestment from Palantir Technologies, a
software company that was awarded a $30 million contract by ICE to build ImmigrationOS, an AI-
driven software designed to assist ICE agents in monitoring self-deportations and visa overstays. Read
more here...

Lazos America Unida (Lazos): Lazos and a coalition of 26 community, labor, and advocacy
organizations sent a written request to Governor Phil Murphy and members of his administration to
restore the $30 million in funding for the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) and reopen the
program to new applicants. The groups also reflected on the struggles families have experienced since
the administration increased parent co-pays and closed CCAP to new applicants in August. Read more
here...

Leadership and Organizational Announcements

Ironbound Community Corporation (ICC): The city of Newark and ICC secured victory in their August
2025 motion to stay lawsuit against the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission’s (PVSC) that had
planned to construct a gas-fired power plant adjacent to ICC’s headquarters in the East Ward. This
comes after a July 14 lawsuit filed by the City and ICC against PVSC and contractor Skanska/Railroad
SPGF JV for approving the construction of a fourth gas power plant in Newark. Read more here...

Adhikaar: Adhikaar partnered with the Center for American Progress and the U.S. Immigration
Policy Center at the University of California, San Diego to conduct the first systematic survey
examining the contributions of Nepali Temporary Protected Status (TPS) holders to the U.S.
economy. This survey was conducted amid ongoing litigation over the 2018 decision to end
Nepal’s TPS designation. TPS has provided approximately 14,800 Nepali individuals with work
authorization and deportation protection since 2015. Read more here...

https://www.rwjf.org/en/insights/our-research/2024/05/developing-a-narrative-change-infrastructure-through-sports.html?rid=003VN00000K7qJZYAZ&et_cid=2200294
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjV3tkrCYIY&t=304s
https://www.aclu-nj.org/press-releases/nj-advocacy-organizations-launch-peoples-agenda-to-pass-critical-social-justice-legislation-in-lame-duck/
https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/league-women-voters-campaign-legal-center-sue-uscis-dhs-and-other-federal?emci=92d2fdaa-afc4-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=b8f886d3-c1c4-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=12537250
https://newjerseymonitor.com/briefs/environmentalists-seek-court-review-of-njs-approval-of-1b-interstate-pipeline/?emci=2be9e18d-c6c4-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=bd5db6a8-47c5-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&ceid=659924
https://www.wired.com/story/ice-palantir-immigrationos/
https://www.njaij.org/make_the_road_new_jersey_new_jersey_alliance_for_immigrant_justice_to_hold_rally_and_press_conference_in_jersey_city_calling_for_immigrant_protections_including_divestment_from_palantir
https://newjerseymonitor.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/CCAP-funding-letter.pdf
https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/newark-pauses-pvscs-effort-to-build-gas-fired-plant-in-ironbound/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/664b9954f19e166bc735563b/t/667b76f4ff4c15437eaf57da/1719367412951/adhikaar-nepali-tps-holders-make-significant-contributions-to-america-2020.pdf


Grantee Reports

New Jersey Policy Perspective (NJPP): NJPP released a report examining hidden costs residents face
when applying for a municipal public defender and their potential effects on low-income residents,
including debt accumulation and pressure to give up their right to counsel. The nonprofit
recommended eliminating fees associated with municipal public defender applications and funding
public defense through public investments. Read more here... 

New Jersey Policy Perspective (NJPP): NJPP released a report analyzing how the state government has
eliminated nearly 20,000 positions - even as population has grown - leaving residents with worse
service and higher costs. Read more here... 

Events

December 3 - New Jersey Center for Nonprofits Conference

December 3 - Navigating the Lame Duck Session: Advocacy Strategies for the Final Push (LWVNJ)

December 10 - Childhood Immunizations and Urgent Care Access: Keeping Kids Healthy and Safe (Advocates

for Children of New Jersey) 

December 11 - The Jersey Water Works Conference (New Jersey Future)

December 13 - Statewide Meeting for the Black Agenda (Salvation and Social Justice)

Job Announcements

New Jersey Future - Multiple Positions

League of Women Voters - Policy Analyst

New Labor - Domestic Worker Campaign Organizer

ACLU of New Jersey - Multiple Positions

Pinelands Preservation Alliance - Director of Enterprises

Fair Share Housing Center - Operations Manager

Hyacinth Aids Foundation - Chief Financial Officer

We welcome your policy updates, job announcements, and staff news. Please send submissions to Naeema
Campbell, ncampbell@fundfornj.org or Beauty Okunbor, bokunbor@fundfornj.org for inclusion in our newsletter.

 
 

Follow us on Social Media!
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https://www.njpp.org/publications/report/the-200-barrier-to-justice-why-nj-must-eliminate-municipal-public-defender-fees/#_edn4
https://www.njpp.org/publications/report/gutted-new-jerseys-shrinking-public-workforce/
https://www.cnjg.org/events/new-jersey-center-nonprofits-2025-conference
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0807kYPRT1mP14CSKNvhFw#/registration
https://events.zoom.us/ev/AhqAl52U_gBPq0vletGSi-lzUK4K1YddZXcQRD17nlwQb1R_8-Mc~AryhVWJ1WyK92vUR8Vz8l0wo59bLrMVRhc4-Dh8ehxnwJGZLmlhJ8f9Dmw?fbclid=IwY2xjawFWgv9leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHeOZR2Ylzyi_vrFeX0Qy9b6npCaa1h3qWLdIlPIassTSB8PcZ3lK_LH3XA_aem_aSYoTeQtPVGAHyChI7pOZQ
https://api.neonemails.com/emails/content/Aejmduu9lZ4iHmzD9Ei1XiGMNqgyy35446PJJRrOl04=
https://www.sandsj.org/event-details/statewide-meeting-for-the-black-agenda-1
https://www.njfuture.org/about-njf/employment-rfps/
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5bae63366fd2b2e5b9f87e5e/6911011ec87ecd715d36af87_Policy Analyst.pdf
https://newlabor.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/New-Labor-Domestic-Worker-Campaign-Organizer.docx.pdf
https://www.aclu-nj.org/jobs/
https://pinelandsalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Job-Announcement-for-Director-of-Enterprises-2025.pdf
https://fairsharehousing.bamboohr.com/careers/37
https://njnonprofits.org/job/hyacinth-aids-foundation-new-brunswick-chief-financial-officer-2/
mailto:ncampbell@fundfornj.org
mailto:bokunbor@fundfornj.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-fund-for-new-jersey/about/
https://www.facebook.com/FundForNJ/
https://www.instagram.com/thefundfornj/#
https://twitter.com/fundfornj?lang=en
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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